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February Meeting

Our regular meeting on Thursday, February 17 should be a great event. Dave Miller,
long time manager of our local North Sails Loft, will present a program on “modern
trends in sail design”   North Sails has long been an innovator in sail development,
whether for racing or cruising, big boats or small boats, lake sailing or offshore.
Dave has a long heritage in sailing and sailmaking.  He has sailed from an early age,
going to the Olympics in Japan as a Star sailor (long ago), and his father and uncle
were “Miller Brothers” — the principle sail loft in Vancouver for many years.
Dave’s presentation will include a video of the latest North sailmaking techniques.
This is March 17 - 7:00 Mark it on you calendar.

    and

I’ve seen a line-up of programs for the year 2005, and I’m really excited about it.  Do
mark the third Thursday of each month on your calendar — tonight!



IMPORTANT MATTERS TO CONSIDER  The Marine Parks Forever Society.
(Trevor Jenkins)

Our January monthly meeting offered a very interesting talk, with slides and charts, on the
history and activities of the Marine Parks Forever Society, given by  Steve Macdonald and
Peter Lisset, longtime officers of the Society.  This Society was begun in 1989 in response to
the shrinking of available land as foreshores became of greater interest to baby-boomers and
developers.  It was felt at that time that a fund should be started that would be available to
preserve some of the prime locations for Marine Parks.  The boating community at all levels
was encouraged to support its establishment and Yacht Clubs and other stakeholders were
asked to provide the initial funds and then continuing support.  Tiddly Cove Y.C.  was one of
its early supporters but in the past 5 or 6 years our support has dwindled to almost nothing
and we are not alone.

We learned that in its early years yearly support at the rate of about ten dollars a year per
boat would be required to build the fund and gain the interest of other donors.   The organi-
zation of the Society was begun under the auspices of the Council of B,C. Yacht Clubs and it
is still its over-seeing sponsor. Over the years the Society has had some notable successes.  It
has never had a lot of money but by judiciously inserting seed money;  government, corpo-
rate and public support have completed a number of projects begun by the society. The most
notable success was the preservation of Jedediah Island and that project began with the
donation of 100 thousand dollars from the society.  Eventually public, corporate and govern-
ment support secured Jedediah and it is now another jewel of the Marine Park system.  With-
out the Marine Parks Forever Society it could have been lost to the public for good.

Currently the Marine Parks Forever Society has been instrumental in acquiring land immedi-
ately adjacent to Octopus Islands Marine Park which is in the process of being added to the
park and it will control the upland view, increase the anchorage area, and provide beach
access.  Another recent acquisition has been the land adjacent to Musket Island Marine Park
which extends the foreshore of the anchorage to Hardy Island.  Musket Island itself was
acquired through the intervention of the Society.  The Society acts co-operatively with gov-
ernment, local authorities and other groups interested in preservation and cultural and recrea-
tional values. One example is a current project that hopes to add a prime anchoring area to
Sandy Island Marine Park at the north west end of Denman Island. For more on current
activities go to cbcyachtclubs.ca/marineparks/  Unfortunately government support has dwin-
dled as the B.C. government has become more frugal, so the Society is being forced to be
more pro-active once again in seeking support.  Hence their appearance at Tiddly Cove.

The presentation was well received by a sympathetic audience and I am sure that the Society
hopes that TCYC will be reactivated as an enthusiastic supporter.  To that end some mem-
bers discussed the reintroduction of TCYC raffles with the proceeds going to The Marine
Parks Forever Society and it will be examined at the February Executive meeting.  John Van
Kleek who has kindly volunteered to look-after the sale of Tiddly Stuff, has also offered to
put up some attractive prizes, from his own sources to start the ball rolling. Look for an-
nouncements at our next regular meeting in February.



January 1 TCYC New Year's Day Race

January 22-23 TCYC Robbie Burns Rendezvous, Snug Cove

February 20 FCYC Valentine's Day Race

March 20 FCYC St. Patrick's Day Race

March 19-20 VARC Opener (RVYC)

March 25-26 VARC Southern Straits Classic (WVYC)

April 16 TCYC Spring Tune Up Regatta ***

April 23-24 TD Canada Trust Regatta (IYC)

April 27 Start of RVYC Wednesday Night Series

April 30 VARC Halibut Bank/Popham Island Race (WVYC)

May 5 Start of FCYC Thursday Night Spring Series

May 14 TCYC Sailpast Race

May 21-23 TCYC Gibson's Rendezvous, Valhalla Cup Race

May 28-29 RVYC Swiftsure

June 4-5 VARC Silva Bay Layover (RVYC)

June 4-5 RNSA/FCYC Single Handed Race to Nanaimo

June 11-12 VARC Round Bowen Race (BIYC)

June 16 End of FCYC Thursday Night Spring Series

June 17 TCYC Alder Bay Raftup

June 18 TCYC Passage Island ***

June 25-26 VARC WAVES Keelboat Weekend (RVYC)

July 7 TCYC Summer Shorts #1

July 14 TCYC Summer Shorts #2

July 17-22 Whidbey Island Race Week

July 21 TCYC Summer Shorts #3

July 16-17 VARC Gibson's Regatta (GLSA)

July 28 TCYC Summer Shorts #4

August 11 Start of FCYC Thursday Night Fall Series

August 13 VARC English Bay Scramble (TCYC) ***

August 20 Scotiabank Easter Seals Regatta

September 3-5 Maple Bay Regatta

September 7 End of RVYC Wednesday Night Series

Sept. 10-11 VARC Deep Cove Regatta (DCYC)

September 15 End of FCYC Thursday Night Fall Series

September 17 VARC HUB International TOS Howe Sound Regatta (WVYC)

September 24 TCYC Last Chance Regatta ***

October 1 VARC Fraser River Lightship Race (RVYC)

October 22-23 VARC Closer (RVYC)

November 1 TCYC Awards Dinner

November 11 FCYC Remembrance Day Race

2005 Calendar  Keep these dates!!



Next morning boats slipped away early while a small cell celebrated Alison’s and
Michael’s birthday with party hats, sparklers and cupcakes, an unusual and jolly breakfast
arranged by Mary Sue, egged on by Brian. We sang too and the Snug joined in. (They are
kindred spirits, not kin.)

Many thanks again to Heather, and to the Doc’s staff who kept the evening flowing
smoothly.

Scots, wha hae wi’ Wally bled

Well, we didn’t actually but a baker’s dozen plus had a fine time toasting Rabbie and
each other at Doc Morgan’s and upholding Tiddly’s honour.
Boats on view were Moomba, Dubonnet, Desiree, The Mikado, and Galileo.
Crews and pedestrians comprised Penny and Gerry, Michael and Mary Sue, Brian and his
Date, Stuart Rulka (in kilt order), Michelle and the aforementioned Wally, Bass, Ellen
Fowler, the Sparkette and Cap’n Snowy and that very important organizer, Heather
Wylie, to whom our thanks.
Also represented were these Yacht Clubs: Gibson’s, Bowen I, and Eagle Harbour. It was
clear who were the best dressed and behaved.

A convivial evening was primed by drams at dockside and by whisky tasting, small sips
but very often. Could have done with more piping, though I suppose not all would agree,
and perhaps hillocks rather than mountains of the great chieftain o’ the puddin’ race. The
Grace, the Address and the Toast were given by an Irishman with a credible Lowland
accent, plucked from the bar in previous years and welcomed back. He gave an
interesting talk on events, the French revolution, say, and people, Burke, Kant, Mozart,
(my selections) contemporaneous with his nibs, interesting that is when his rapier
medical wit had chastened some unruly class members

From Donald Munro



THE WORLD OF SAILING
(Ernie Fiedler)

There is simply too much that could be written.  Here are a few highlights that you
may want to pursue on the net..

A big one, the ORYX QUEST, starts Feb. 5 from Qatar.  The prize is one million
dollars, and it is to be raced by four monster multihulls.   They also figure on a chance
to win the round-the-world speed record.

The Annual Key West Regatta in Florida big. It attracted  almost 300 boats, from 14
countries and 36 states in the U.S.

The recent Sydney Hobart race proved too much for all three of the big super boats, in
one way or another.   One, the Konica Minolta is damaged beyond repair, and Skandia
lost her keel and the crew had to be airlifted to safety.  Thus Nicorette finished first,
but later, in fairly tame conditions, her mast came crashing down in pieces.

And with all these stopped and non-stop races around the world, there is now a two-
stop race, but I won’t go into that one.

Incidently, BMW Oracle with many millions for the very best, has chosen to have
their 2007 craft built nearby.  The moulds will be built in Sedro Woolley, Wash., and
the boats will; be built in  Anacortes, Wash.

There are three “round the world events” just about to finish.

The Vendée Globe single handed race is just finishing, with Jan 31 report, PRB is 551
miles from the finish, and Bonduelle only 13 miles behind - Ecover in 3rd, 62 miles
out of first place, and the 4th boat more than 900 miles behind.

The Global Challenge, is the race with identical 72 foot boats (12 of them),  racing
around the world “the wrong way” with paying amateur crews and one professional
skipper..  They are just starting from Wellington, New Zealand for Australia.  The
reason they go against the weather, according to the organizers, is so they go slower,
and there is more hope of rescuing anyone going overboard.

Soon to finish is Ellen MacArthur in her 75’ multihull “B &: Q”.  She is 619 miles
ahead of where the solo around the world record holder was at this point in time.

And a crewed challenge for a record is underway - Bruno Peyton’s Orange II is off on
a record breaking pace for the Jules Verne Trophy.  More on that next month..



VARC STUFF REPORT
(Ernie Fiedler)

The season is soon upon us.  The plan is much like last year, except that we are trying
to figure a way so that registration fees give a better advantage to people registering
for the entire season and
the Spring Regatta will be replaced with the IYC regatta. April 23 & 24.
IYC is the International Yacht Club in White Rock.  They have a fairly large regatta
each year, with lots of boats coming from Bellingham etc, as well as Canadian and
Point Roberts entries.
Saturday the 26nm. race is to Alden bank (12 nm. due west of the Bellingham Airport)
There is a banquet Saturday night.
Sunday will be a shorter course, followed by awards and a free BBQ.
The social center is the Blaine Marina.  Customs and Immigration are well aware of
the event, and promise to cooperate however they can. There are a few moorages at
White Rock, but it puts you far from the skippers meetings, registration, and social
activities.

If you might consider going, read on.

The regatta will be centered, shorewise, at the Blaine (USA) Marina.

To get there by water, Head down past the delta and past Point Roberts (lots of off-
lying rocks)  and into the entrance to Drayton Hbr (conspicuous black water tower to
right of entrance).  Immediately inside turn left into Blaine Marina -staying along the
breakwater - continue past N dock; turn in before G dock, and tie up on you left,
along N dock. It’s about 40 nm from the Point Grey Bellbuoy.  Two nights are free to
participants, but a third, which will probably be necessary will be offered at, 50/ft.

To get there by land, cross the border, take the first right, and take the road out the spit
toward the southwest.  Pass the sign “Gate 1” (across from the flag poles), and turn
left into the lot at the main building of the Blaine Marina.  If you choose to park on
the Canadian side at Peace Arch Park, you will need a half hour to walk to the marina,
I tried it!.

The logistics are a bit awesome, but sailing in a new venue should be fun.

IF YOU THINK YOU WILL BE GOING, please notify Ellen Fowler, our VARC Rep.
as soon as you can.  It does not commit you to going, but  IYC needs to know ap-
proximately how many boats to expect from the Vancouver Area.



THE ROYAL VANCOUVER YACHT CLUB PRESENTS:

One man...one boat...around the world...alone

It takes tremendous courage, determination, and persistance to race around the world

alone.    Starting in September 2002 and ending in May of 2003, Derek Hatfield cap-
tured the attention of sailing enthusiasts around the world as a competitor in the 2002-
2003 Around-Alone.  Despite a devastating pitch pole and dismasting near the infa-
mous Cape Horn, Derek finshed third in his class and became only the scond Cana-
dian ever to complete the demanding race.  Come and hear Derek recount his
experiencees of racing around the world and hear what is next for Derek Hatfield and
the Spirit of Canada

February 8th, 2005 at 7:30 PM
Please reserve with reception at 604-224-1344.

Earthquake??
(Ernie Fiedler)

This has nothing to do with sailing, but it made so much sense — and it might mean a
greater TCYC membership afters a major earthquake.  It was given to me by a con-
cerned friend, and I hand it along — but it was too long, and I’ll condense  the mes-
sage.  Reading the article, I was convinced. and thought it right to hand it along.

This advice is from a man who has spent his life studying earthquakes and their dam-
age.  He points out that much of the world is taught “duck and cover” for an earth-
quake, and I confess I had imagined myself getting under my piano. But he points out,
after going through the devastation of some 90 earthquakes, that one should get be-
side the piano, bed, or whatever.  Under the piano, the ceiling collapses, and brings
down the piano on top of you.  He says beside the piano- couch, bed - whatever, is the
“triangle of life”— that as things collapse, there will be a safe pocket beside each
solid object.
As for door frames, he claims that too, is a myth - that they come down on people too.



Winter Sailing Charity Challenge 2005

A new to-be-annual event is being put on by the Vancouver Rowing Club and West
Vancouver Yacht Club.  It will be held on Sunday March 6th (registration party on
Friday March 4, in the general area of English Bay and Howe Sound.
There will be divisions for serious racers, casual cruisers, and “Jack and Jill”s”
The event is to raise money for the Lions Gate Hospital Emergency Room Campaign.
Skippers and crews are asked to secure their own sponsorship, and there are rewards
to be had according to how much money you raise.

You can find all the information on the websites of either of these yacht clubs, includ-
ing entry forms, and advice on securing sponsors.

It was on a sea scout cruise.  It was a calm night - and one of the boys was steering the
boat.   He was doing well as the scout leader said “There are a lot of rocks in this area,
but as long as you steer for that brightest star ahead, we’ll be alright”  Things were
gong well, and the scout leader decided to go below for a cup of coffee.  About twenty
minutes later he came on deck and asked “how’s it going?”   The boy replied “Alls
well sir.  I’ve passed that star, it’s back there .  Now what shall I head
for?”



January 20 Monthly Club Meeting Vancouver Maritime Museum – Marine
Parks Forever

January 22/23 Robbie Burns Weekend
Robbie Burns Weekend – Snug Cove,
Bowen Island

February 17 Monthly Club Meeting
Vancouver Maritime Museum – Dave
Miller, North Sails – New Trends in Sail
Design

March 17 Monthly Club Meeting
Vancouver Maritime Museum – Ian
Jamieson, Ocean Rigging

April 21 Monthly Club Meeting
Vancouver Maritime Museum –
Mustang Survival

May 14 Sail Past and Barbecue English Bay & Burrard Civic Marina

May 21-23
Gibson's Rendezvous &
Valhalla Cup Race

Gibson's Rendezvous & Valhalla Cup
Race

June 17 Alder Bay Raft-up Alder Bay Raft-up

July No Meetings No Meetings

August 13 English Bay Scramble
Barbecue

English Bay Scramble Barbecue,
Vancouver Maritime Museum

September 29* Monthly Club Meeting Vancouver Maritime Museum –TBD

October 20 Monthly Club Meeting Vancouver Maritime Museum –TBD

November 1 Awards Dinner
Awards Dinner & 30th Anniversary
Celebration

November 17 Annual General Meeting
Vancouver Maritime Museum – Annual
General Meeting

December 8* Christmas Party Vancouver Maritime Museum –
Christmas Party

January 1,
2006

New Year's Day Race &
Polar Bear Swim Raft-Up

English Bay

People in Michigan swear this actually happened.
A rather macho sort of character bought a brute of an SUV - no money down.  Wanting to show it off, he
invited a friend duck hunting on a frozen lake. So he packed his shotgun, beer, hunting hound and the
friend in the SUV and off they went.   Driving the truck out onto the ice was routine and safe OK - but they
had to make a hole in the ice, which the ducks would come and land in.   For this, the man had brought a
stick of dynamite.   They moved a safe distance from the van - but were worried that they might light the
short fuse and then slip on the ice trying to distance themselves.  Soooo — they decided to light the dyna-
mite and throw it, which they did. Now, remember the hound??  Yes -- he was after that stick like a rocket,
and headed back to the hunters with it.  With great panic-but-presence-of-mind, the hunter grabbed his
shotgun and shot his dog.  The dog was only stunned by the buckshot, - paused, and continued to approach.
The hunter fired again.  The dog, totally confused ran for cover - where?  Under the van of course.
Final score: dead dog, sunk van, voided insurance, and first payment still due.



TRIVIA PAGE
(Editor’s Privilege)

A  couple of months ago, I told you about our performing deadhead.  This time I will
tell you about our geyser.

You see, it rained a bit in
January — maybe you no-
ticed.   And the city has a
large network of storm sewers
that have to empty into Eng-
lish bay.
A big rain develops a big
pressure — more than the
system can handle well.
—aaand, there is a leak in the
pipe going out in to the bay.
The pressure is so much that
water comes charging up
through the salt water in the
bay.  The height is dependent
on the amount of rain, and the
tide (i.e. how much salt water
the rain water has to push
through.

On the day I took this picture I had a choice of taking a picture in good daylight, gush-
ing about two feet high, or in semidarkness gushing about ten feet high, (shown here)
or after dark at the low tide, gushing about twenty five feet high.

Now in line with my two-month old custom of trying to make my trivia page useful,
I’ll point out two things:
1,  Don’t panic if you see it, it’s not a volcano.
2. Use it!  Fresh water requires more wind than salt water to make ripples.  Any time it
rains this fresh water is dumped into the bay off the end of Trafalgar Street and sends a
huge path of smooth water out past RVYC angling out into the bay (always toward the
west northwest according to my observation).
.  Watching racing from here, especially the M242 and J-24 courses Wednesday eve-
nings, I see boats approach this slick water, and tack away thinking it is the end of
wind.  Actually it is equal wind plus a favourable current.  Don’t let it fool you!
Take it a step farther.  It only takes a drop of oil or a few wood chips to cause a slick
spot among the ripples.  Don’t make a bad tack for nothing.



Tiddly Mart

Most Tiddly members should already be familiar with the "Buy and Sell" section of
the Tiddly website:  <http://www.tiddlycove.bc.ca.buy-sell.htm>http://
www.tiddlycove.bc.ca.buy-sell.htm.  Thanks to a suggestion by new Tiddly member
John van Kleeck, we will be changing the name of this section to "Tiddly Mart" over
the coming month and will be expanding the concept to include Tiddly merchandise
(burgees, hats, canvas bags, mugs, towels, etc.) and a "Product of the Month" concept
for other marine-related items.  The intent of "Tiddly Mart" is to provide a benefit to
Tiddly members.  It is not intended as a commercial endeavour in any way.  All items
will be priced at cost to the Club, or, in the case of the "Product of the Month", cost to
John.  Minor proceeds (if any) will go back to the Club to fund the purchase of new
Tiddly merchandise or other items of benefit to members.  We have decided to try this
out and see how it works.  Any and all feedback from members is welcomed and
appreciated.

The expanded Tiddly Mart will offer 3 types of merchandise to members:

1.  Tiddly Merchandise
We will be adding Tiddly-logoed items to the Tiddly Mart (e.g. Tiddly hats, burgees,
towels, bags etc).  Many of you have been asking how you can buy these items and
the Tiddly Mart will be a means for you to do so.  We will also be purchasing some
new items this year in addition to some special items to commemorate TCYC's 30th
anniversary.  Logoed items will be available for sale to members at cost.  John has
volunteered to inventory all items at a central location and to manage the process for
the Club.  If there is a particular item you would like to see the Club make available
(e.g. golf shirts, sweatshirts, beer mugs), please contact John at
<mailto:tiddlymart@shaw.ca>tiddlymart@shaw.ca.

2.  Member Buy & Sell
We will continue to offer the capability for members to post to the Tiddly Mart photos
of any sailing-related items they want to buy or sell privately.

3.  Product(s) of the Month
John van Kleeck, through his company IMP, can purchase certain marine-related
items at wholesale price levels from various marine-related entities.  These items
(maximum of 3 per month) will be offered to members at cost.  We haven't added
these items to our Website yet, so here are the "Product(s) of the Month" for February

:



1. Brunton Hand-Held ADC Summit Atmospheric Data Centre.  This is an amazing
unit that does everything you would expect from a wind-meter plus it has a chrono-
graph and barometer function; a race timer plus a weather prediction/storm alarm
feature.
Retail (web-site) Price  $199.00 + taxes
Wholesale TCYC Member’s Price  $170.00 + taxes

2. Suunto Mariner Wristop Computer.  This Whitbread tested watch provides dual
time, electronic compass, barometer and sailing/racing timer.  Waterproof.
Retail (web-site) Price  $369.00 + taxes
Wholesale TCYC Member’s Price  $310.00 + taxes

For information regarding either of the above units go to <http://www.deakin.com/
>www.deakin.com and type “quick-search Brunton or “quick-search Suunto.”  Deakin
Equipment, the supplier, will provide a $25.00 discount coupon with each TCYC
member’s order to be applied to a future purchase – coupon cannot be used in con-
junction with this special.

3. “The Last Great Adventure of Sir Peter Blake”: With Seamaster and Blake Expedi-
tions from Antarctica to the Amazon.  From Sir Peter Blake’s logbooks as edited by
Alan Sefton.”  ISBN 1574091905.  This newly published book was recently reviewed
in the “New Zealand Herald” and received a high recommendation.

Hager Books of Kerrisdale has sourced a distributor and can offer this book to TCYC
members for $42.50 + taxes, provided a minimum of 10 copies are ordered.
Retail Price in Canada will be $52.95 + taxes

If there are particular items you are interested in for subsequent "Product(s) of the
Months", please contact John van Kleeck.  All enquiries and orders should be directed
to <mailto:tiddlymart@shaw.ca>tiddlymart@shaw.ca

                                Start of New Year’s Day Race


